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Jessica Knight of
Danville, GA has been
awarded a Master of
Arts in Teaching in
Secondary Teacher
Education from Georgia
College, and

Steve Mote of
Jeffersonville, GA has
been awarded a
Specialist in Education
in Curriculum and
Instruction from
Georgia College.

NEW Bethlehem Baptist
Church (New Bullard Rd)
141st Anniversary Sunday,
June 2nd at 2:30 p.m. Special
Guest: Rev Leroy Reeves and
Center Hill Baptist Church.
Morning service will begin at
12;00 noon, Bible class every
Tuesday night beginning at 7:00
P.M.

Twiggs County Class of
1978 35th Reunion: June 8 -
meet at Red Lobster on
Riverside Drive, Macon GA at
5:30p.m. June 9 - attend
Church at Mt. Olive Baptist
Church at 11:30 a.m. Contact
Diane Robinson 478-230-945-
3731 for more information.

Shiloh CME Church
Annual Sunday School
Fellowship Service: Sunday,
June 30 at 9:00 a.m. Pastoral
service follows at 11:00 a.m.

Shiloh CME Church
Pastoral Appreciation Service
for Rev. James W. Scott Jr.:
Sunday June 9 at 2 p.m.
Regular worship service at 12
noon. Special Guest: Pastor
Ricky B. Stanley of Mitchell
Grove Baptist Church out of
Wrightsville.
It’s Harvest Festival Planning

Time! The festival will be on
Friday and Saturday, Nov.1 and
2 and there will be a wild game
supper on Thursday night, Oct.
31.
The following committee mem-

bers are in charge of the various
activities and if you would like to
be a part of the committee or if
you wish to participate in the
festival please contact them.
The parade - Greg and Eima

Sims at 945-3500.
The food booths - Jimmy and

Judy Mickler 945-3421
Publicity and crafts - Merle

Arnold 945-3910
Classic and antique cars -

Milton Sampson
Wild game supper - Danny

Sanders and Rev. Gary Walker
945-3672

If you would like to participate
in any way, please call Mayor
Hart at 945-3191 at the city hall
or any of the chairpersons listed
above.

___________

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss
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A Look Back
5/30/1783 - "The
Pennsylvania Evening Post",
first published by Benjamin
Towne in Philadelphia, PA this
day, was the first daily paper
in the U.S.
5/31/1889 - 2,300 people died
and thousands lost their
homes in Johnstown, PA.
Heavy rains throughout the
month caused the
Connemaugh River Dam to
break, flooding Johnstown.
Some 800 unidentified victims
were buried in a common
grave. 
6/1/1957 - The first American
to break the four-minute mile
was Don Bowden, who was
timed at 3 minutes, 58.7 sec-
onds.
6/2/1960 - For the first time in
41 years, the entire Broadway
theatre district in New York
City was forced to close. The
Actors Equity Association and
theatre owners came to a
showdown with a total black-
out of theatres.
6/3/1871 - The Ocobock
Brothers’ Bank in Corydon, IA
was relieved of the sum of
$6,000 in cash by 24-year-old
Jesse James and his gang of
outlaws.
6/4/1984 - For the first time in
32 years, golfing-great Arnold
Palmer failed to make the cut
for the U.S. Open golf tourna-
ment. Palmer missed making
the tourney by two strokes.
6/5/2004 - Former U.S.
President Ronald Reagan
died at his home in Los
Angeles, CA. He was 93
years old and had suffered
from Alzheimer’s disease
since at least late 1994.

By: TANYA KIRKPATRICK

At about 1 a.m. on May
25, Troy Havis Criswell
escaped from the Twiggs
County Law Enforcement
Center, according to a press
release from Chief Billy
Boney. 

Criswell, 45, was await-
ing trial on charges of pos-
session of a firearm by a
convicted felon, stalking,
terroristic threats, criminal
trespass, and loitering.

He accomplished his
escape by prying a metal
shower head plate (approxi-
mately 3 feet long and 2 feet
wide) off the wall. 

Criswell then squeezed
through the narrow opening
into a crawl space designed
for plumbing maintenance
access. 

He forced open a door

from the crawl space which
overlooked the recreation
yard, and dropped down
into the yard where he made
his way to the Northeast
corner and dug under the
first fence. 

He pulled apart the sec-
ond fence and left the LEC
area.

Sheriff Mitchum and
deputies responded, and a
massive manhunt was
launched.

Cpl. Riley’s bloodhound,
Sugar, tracked for the
escaped convict with the
help of Wilkinson County’s
bloodhound unit, but with no
results.

The manhunt continued
on May 26 with the addition
of the Georgia State Patrol
aviation unit, however, their
involvement was cut short
due to unforseen problems.

Criswell was spotted in
the early evening hours of
May 27 in the Hwy 129 area,
apparently stealing socks
out of a vehicle. The citizen
was able to capture two
images of the suspect.

On May 28 at around
noon, Bleckley County Law
Enforcement responded to a
report of a suspicious per-
son on Magnolia Road in
Bleckley County. Sgt. Smith
and Deputy Caputo made
contact with the subject at
Centenary and Magnolia
Road.

In conversation with the
officers, Criswell gave a
false name of Tony
Chapman and provided sev-
eral different dates of birth
and ages. He claimed he
was going to the river.
Bleckley Law Enforcement
searched and handcuffed

the suspect before calling
the Twiggs County Sheriff’s
Office.

Chief Billy Boney
responded and was able to
personally identify the sus-
pect as Troy Criswell.
Criswell was returned to the
Twiggs County Law
Enforcement Center and
placed in confinement.

Sheriff Darren Mitchum
would like to thank all the
units and individuals
involved in the apprehen-
sion of this dangerous sub-
ject: the Georgia State
Police Aviation Unit, the
Wilkinson County K-9 Unit,
the Bleckley County
Sheriff’s Office, and all of
the dedicated deputies at
the Twiggs County Sheriff’s
Office.

An internal investigation
of the escape is pending.

Escaped Prisoner Apprehended

Troy H. Criswell
Special Citizen Photo

The Georgia Department
of Labor announced recent-
ly that the unemployment
rate in the metro Macon
area declined to 8.2 percent
in April, down three-tenths
of a percentage point from
8.5 percent in March. The
rate was 9.1 percent in April
a year ago.was 10.8 per-
cent in April a year ago. 

The rate declined as the
number of jobs in metro
Macon increased by 1,000
to 98,900, up from 97,900 in
March. Most of the growth
came in professional and
business services, educa-
tion and health services,
leisure and hospitality, and
retail trade. 

Over-the-year, metro
Macon added 900 jobs, or
0.9 percent, from 98,000 in
March 2012. Most of the
growth was in professional
and business services, edu-
cation and health services,
retail trade, financial ser-
vices, and leisure and hos-
pitality.

Twiggs County, showed a
decline of one and eight
tenths of a point to 9.5 per-
cent - down from the 11.3
percent unemployment
recorded in March, and stil
below the 10.3 percent of
April 2012.

Metro Athens had the low-
est area jobless rate at 5.6
percent, while the Heart of

Georgia-Altamaha region
had the highest at 10.3 per-
cent. 

Meanwhile, Georgia’s
seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate for April was
8.2 percent, down from 8.4
percent in March. The rate
was 9.1 percent in April a
year ago. 

The United States as a
whole, in comparison, has a
current unemployment rate
of 7.5 percent, which
reflects a six tenths of a
point reduction from the 8.1
percent of April 2012.
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Dixon Sworn In As New Twiggs
County School Superintendent

Elgin Dixon, shown here with his wife and son, affirms the oath of
office as it is read by Judge Nobles.

Photo By: Rosa Pryor

By: TANYA KIRKPATRICK

Former Dublin Assistant
Superintendent of School
Elgin Dixon was officially
sworn in at a reception held at
the Board of Education office
on May 28.

Close to a hundred people
turned out for the affair,
watching as Mr. Dixon
affirmed his oath of office as
read by Judge Nobles: “I,
Elgin Dixon, do solemnly
swear or affirm that I will truly
perform the duties of local
school superintendent of the
Twiggs County School
System. I do further swear or
affirm that I am not the holder
of unaccounted for public
money due this state or any
political subdivision or author-
ity thereof, that I am not the
holder of any office of trust
under the government of the
United States, any other
State or any foreign state
which I am by the laws of the
state of Georgia prohibited
from holding, that I am other-
wise qualified to hold said

office according to the consti-
tution and the laws of Georgia
and that I will support the con-
stitution of the United States
and of this state so help me
God.”

Former interim
Superintendent Benjamin
Roundtree was full of smiles
as he welcomed Mr. Dixon.
“We have heard some won-
derful things about him,”
Roundtree said. “We are all
very excited about his coming
aboard with us, him and his
family.”

“We received comments
from people saying that what-
ever Mr. Dixon touches, it will
turn to gold,” School Board
chairwoman Terralon Chaney
said as she addressed the
gathered crowd.

“As the school board chair
this is not about me, this is
not about the board mem-
bers, it about our children ...
this is about making our
school district better,” she fin-
ished.

After more welcoming
remarks from the rest of the

board, Mr. Dixon took the
floor, thanking the community
for such a warm welcome.

“One of the things that you
will find out about me is that I
am not here for the pay-
check,” he said. “I’m here
because I feel like I can make
a difference with the boys and
girls of Twiggs County Public
School System. Student
achievement is my main
goal,” Dixon stated, and was
met with applause.

“I vow to you that TCPS
students will learn in a clean,
caring, nurturing environ-
ment,” he continued. “I vow to
you this well that has been
untapped will be tapped. We
will not wake up to WMAZ
saying that Twiggs County
Public Schools has the lowest
graduation rate in this area.”
More applause welcomed
that assertion.

“I have a reputation to
uphold,” Dixon said. “I take
great pride in everything I do,
I want to do everything with a
spirit of excellence.”

Beyond The Minutes:
TCBOC Special Called

Meeting / Work Session
The special called meet-

ing / work session of the
Twiggs County Board of
Commissioners began on
schedule Tuesday, May 28,
with all Commissioners in
attendance.

The first appointment was
with attorney Lars Anderson,
who was not present at the
regular scheduled meeting
on May 21 due to a miscom-
munication.

The Board of
Commissioners had asked
Mr. Anderson to consider
assisting the Landfill
Committee (consisting of Mr.

Walt Ashby, Mr. Jerry
Fincher and Commissioner
Tommy Lee Bryant) in
reviewing the matter of the
Wolf Creek Landfill contract.

Mr. Anderson stated that
he would do so, that the
records in question were
“voluminous and detailed,”
and that he would require
the assistance of the com-
mittee. He recommended
that a “closer eye [be] kept
on the whole operation for
the good of the county.”

The motion to retain Mr.

See TCBOC on pg. 3A

By: TANYA KIRKPATRICK

AlphaSkills, Inc. has truly
been in the spotlight for the
past couple of months. 

First, the company, found-
ed in Twiggs County by
Fleming and Sarah Beck
Hawthorne, was highlighted
as the "Business of the
Month" during the Twiggs

County Chamber of
Commerce meeting in April.
Then, on May 6th in Atlanta,
Dr. Sarah Hawthorne
received the "Education
Leadership Award" present-
ed by Communities in
Schools of Georgia. 

Celebrating its 15th year in

Special Photo

AlphaSkills, Inc.
In The Spotlight

See ALPHA, pg. 3ASee DIXON, pg. 3A
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EACH PERSON DESIRING TO QUALIFY FOR AN OFFICE
(TERM JANUARY 1, 2014 - DECEMBER 31, 2014)

SHALL FILE NOTICE OF HIS/HER CANDIDACY WITH THE TWIGGS COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE ELECTIONS OFFICE

425 RAILROAD ST ROOM 123
JEFFERSONVILLE, GA 31044

BEGINNING AUGUST 26, 2013 AT 8:30 AM
AND

ENDING AUGUST 30, 2013 AT 4:30 PM

THE QUALIFYING FEE FOR MAYOR IS $36.00
(ARTICLE 5-SEC. 21-390)

THE QUALIFYING FEE FOR CITY COUNCIL IS $18.00
(ARTICLE 5-SEC. 21-390)

ELECTION DATE IS NOVEMBER 5, 2013

LAST DAY A PERSON MAY REGISTER AND BE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE
IN THE MUNICIPAL GENERAL ELECTION AND RUN OFF 

O.C.G.A. S-21-2-224(a)
IS OCTOBER 7, 2013

business, AlphaSkills was
founded to provide staff
development for administra-
tors and teachers in the art of
teaching young children,
kindergarten through third
grade, to read.

Research supports that
these are the critical years for
learning to read in order to be
successful in school and life.

Soon, Dr. Hawthorne
wrote a reading curriculum
for this purpose, entitled
"Read with Sarah", and for
these identified grades.

However, success by
schools using these materi-
als brought requests that the
curriculum be written for all
grade levels at the elemen-
tary and secondary levels.

Today,"Read with Sarah"
has extended from kinder-
garten through ninth grades
with seven large volumes of
lesson plans matched to fic-
tion and non-fiction texts,
including science, social
studies, and math.

In addition, there are over
100 "Independent
Assessment Notebooks"
matching these texts and les-
son plans to extend learning
by students in the areas of
vocabulary, comprehension,
and writing. All materials
have been matched through
the years to state standards
and now match the Common
Core Standards.

The materials, which are
based on the most current
research in reading educa-
tion, were submitted to
Florida State University for

review and received an
unusually high score of 95
percent in reading compre-
hension.

In addition, a federal
review team in one school
using the program for their
school improvement grant
stated in a report that "Read
with Sarah" is truly a reading
model, not just a program.

This statement was based
on the fact that AlphaSkills
consultants provide initial
training for teachers and
administrators, demonstra-
tion lessons in the classroom
for teachers with their stu-
dents, side by side support-
ive observations of teachers
using the materials, and con-
tinued support to monitor stu-
dent progress and make
adjustments, as needed.
Often, this support continues
in schools for three years or
more.

National and state recog-
nition and awards have come
to several schools working
with AlphaSkills training and
materials. Three Georgia
schools have been named
National Title I Distinguished
Schools and another one
was named a 2012 National
Blue Ribbon School of
Excellence.
One school in South Carolina
recently earned two Palmetto
Gold Awards for great gains
and numerous other schools
have been named state Title I
Distinguished Schools and
have earned awards from the
Governor's Office and
Georgia Department of
Education recognition of
schools showing significant

improvement.
Today, AlphaSkills has

materials developed for
babies through ninth grade.
Their AlphaSkills Pre-K
Thematic Units and Family
Literacy Kits are one of 13
approved programs by Bright
from the Start for use in Pre-
K programs in Georgia. This
approval followed a thorough
review by the University of
Texas.

Several Early Learning
Centers, including some
Family and Children Services
sites, are using the compa-
ny's training and materials for
staff members and parents of
babies, toddlers, and
preschoolers.

The newest venture for
AlphaSkills is a homeschool-
ing program, "One to One
Teaching", that allows par-
ents to rent materials using
PayPal on their website at
w w w. a l p h a s k i l l s . c o m .
Materials matching the grade
level of the students are
shipped throughout the
United States with cost
included in the monthly fee.
Parents have been excited
by the flexibility and ease of
use as well as the high quali-
ty materials.

How has AlphaSkills con-
tinued its growth in a period
of economic decline?
Fleming and Sarah
Hawthorne attribute their
growth to listening to and
striving to meet the needs of
those they serve.

Dr. Sarah, as she is fondly
referred to by the administra-
tors, teachers, and students
she works with, believes,

"You must be genuine and
truly listen to what is needed
by those you work with in the
schools. Teachers want to
know that you are willing to
actually model teaching the
students who are struggling as
well as those who are
excelling. These same teach-
ers appreciate being given
feedback about the things
they are doing correctly in the
classroom and ideas for
improvement. Administrators
appreciate growing in their
roles of monitoring a school
wide reading effort. I believe
that these are the actions that
set us apart from other com-
panies."

Fleming, on the other hand,
does not hesitate to point out
that his wife is the exceptional
educator who sets their com-
pany apart. He states, "She
has been a Georgia Teacher
of the Year, Runner-up, a

Georgia Reading Teacher of
the Year, and was named in
both Outstanding Young
Women of America and Who's
Who in America. Her leader-
ship skills extend to serving as
president of the Georgia
International Reading
Association and Georgia
Teachers of the Year
Association. In addition, she is
Vice Chair of Central Georgia
Technical College Board of
Directors as well as on sever-
al other boards. She has a
God given talent to teach oth-
ers and to write outstanding
curriculum and she uses those
talents extremely well each
day in many schools in the
Southeast."

Thus, the Twiggs Chamber
of Commerce wisely recog-
nized and honored the good
work of AlphaSkills, Inc. which
began and continues to grow
right here in Jeffersonville!

ALPHA, from pg. 1A

Anderson as an indepen-
dent attorney for the landfill
committee and the Board of
Commissioners at the rate of
$150 per hour passed 3 - 2.

The first item on the
agenda was further discus-
sion about the “letter of
intent” requested by the
GDOT for the Walthall Oil -
Huddle House Sewer
Project on Hwy 96 at I-16.

The discussion was long
and occasionally heated,
with several Commissioners
recommending addendums
to the proposed letter.

Vice Chairman Watson
was steadfastly against the
notion of a new pump being
owned by Walthall, main-
taining that such a situation
would limit further expansion
in the area.

Chairman Fowler pointed
out that Walthall being
responsible for the pump
would save the county
money, but Vice Chairman
Watson advised the
Chairman to “think a little
bigger.”

Watson then proposed
that Walthall should absorb
the cost of building the pump
to the county’s specifica-
tions, and then donate it to
the county. Mr. Walthall was
not on hand to respond to
the suggestion.

Commissioner Bond
wanted to amend the pro-
posed letter to include that
the sewer line under Hwy 96
be widened so as to allow
for further expansion. ”I want
them to be amenable to
doing the extra work while
they’re doing the widening,”
he stated.

Commissioner Bond also
reiterated that he wanted an
agreement with Walthall that

they would finance all the
expenses that “could and
will” arise from their tying
into the sewer system.

“He’s gonna be pumping
grease through that thing,
no matter what he says,”
said Bond.

Commissioner Floyd
attempted to remind the
Board that the GDOT was
only asking for a letter of the
county’s intent to partner
with them on the project,
that the agreement and
negotiation step would come
after.

Commissioner Bond dis-
agreed, saying that they
should not agree to work
with the GDOT when they
haven’t agreed to anything.

Vice Chairman Watson
seconded Commissioner
Bond’s opinion, indicating
that to make such a commit-
ment was the equivalent of
“agreeing to a blank check.”

Commissioner Bryant
spoke up with regard to the
economic impact figures
cited by Ms. Mathis at the
previous meeting, stating
that they were incorrect, that
Chairman Fowler should
have disagreed with her,
and that they should listen to
the audio recording of that
meeting to see exactly what
was said. He also insisted
that they were getting
“cheated” and that the prop-
erty had been under-
assessed by the Tax
Assessors.

The motion to compose
and send a letter of intent to
the GDOT including the
request for the 18” sewer
line casing passed 3 - 2.

Commissioner Bond
brought up the issue of the
well / pump at Sessions

Field, the components of
which had been stolen at an
earlier, unknown date. He
proposed replacing them,
but installing them in such a
way as to increase the secu-
rity of the pump.

Commissioner Floyd
requested a repair estimate,
and was quoted “about
$1,000” by Manny Harris,
who added that the cost
reflected the ability to pur-
chase supplies at cost.

The motion to authorize
the road crew and Mr.
Manny Harris to make the
changes to the well at
Sessions Field passed
unanimously.

Commissioner Bryant
added the matter of a pump
at Academy Sports having
been damaged to the agen-
da, after which Mr. Manny
Harris explained what he
had found when he was sent
to check on the situation.
The Overload Protection
Suppressor had been dam-
aged, but it was under war-
ranty, so Harris had replaced
it. The motor, however, was
still “going to ground” and
the pump was not functional.

Danny Sanders pointed
out that he was less than
pleased with Commissioner
Bryant calling him at home
after 10 p.m., “chewing [him]
out” for sending Mr. Harris in
the first place because he
wasn’t “certified.”

The exchange became
heated. Mr. Sanders pointed
out that he was attempting
to save the county money by
sending a highly qualified
person with years of experi-
ence to the job instead of
calling a company with a his-
tory of inconsistent billing.
Commissioner Bryant

replied that it didn’t matter if
the EPA / EPD came around.

The exchange culminated
with Mr. Sanders telling
Commissioner Bryant that
he was “tired of [his] bully-
ing” and Commissioner
Bryant emphatically stating
“We’re going to have an
Executive Session with you!”

After more “discussion,”
the motion to authorize Mr.
Sanders to get bids and pro-
ceed with the repairs to the
Academy well pump passed
unanimously.

Commissioner Bond
raised the issue of a
$10,000 check to Jackson
Tire Recycling, but it was
eventually discovered that
the actual amount was
$1,000, and the matter was
dropped.

Vice Chairman Watson
proposed adding a copy of
GA law 50-1-5, which allows
for the participation in a
meeting via telephone or
teleconference, to the min-
utes of the regular sched-
uled meeting of May 21,
which he attended via tele-
phone.

Commissioner Floyd
interpreted the law to apply
only to state government, to
which Vice Chairman
Watson pointed out the
phrase “broadly construed”
in the wording of the law,
and Commissioner Bond
provided a history lesson
demonstrating that the
County Board of
Commissioners ARE consid-
ered state government.

The motion to include the
law in the minutes passed 4
- 1, with Commissioner
Floyd voting against.

Vice Chairman Watson
moved to declare the old

Shepherd office building
(previous home of the Water
department and EMA) as
surplus, have it cleaned by
county custodians, take bids
for appraisals, and put up for
sale.

The motion was tabled
while Mr. Sanders retrieved
further information about the
property. Upon his return
(after extensive discussion
about the number of water
department customers and
who should collect the bill
payments and how) the
motion was amended to
reflect that Mr. Sanders
should split the 1.89 acres of
the proposed property
before the sale. The motion
passed unanimously.

In response to a letter
from the Tax Assessors
Board regarding the hiring of
a part time employee, it was
moved to advice them that
yes, they could advertise,
and that the Board of
Commissioners would deter-
mine the pay for that tempo-
rary person at a later date.
The motion passed unani-
mously.

Once more, the Board
voted to refuse the Sheriff’s
request to assist with a
grant-supported school sup-
port officer, and suggested
he bring his request to the
school board because they
had more money. That
motion passed with 4 yes
votes. Commissioner Floyd
abstained.

The Board went into
executive session at 12:16
p.m. to discuss “legal, per-
sonnel and real estate mat-
ters,” begging the question
of how one could discuss
legal matters without the
presence of the County

Attorney.
The Board returned to

open session at 1:38 p.m.
Commissioner Floyd

moved that the Board com-
ply with the requirements of
the intergovernmental con-
tract with the DDA dated 11-
26-12 as soon as possible.
He was met with resistance.

Commissioner Bond
wanted a copy of the agree-
ment to go over on his own.
Vice Chairman Watson stat-
ed that the contract con-
tained much that was “detri-
mental to the county.”
Commissioner Bryant sug-
gested that the DDA had vio-
lated their own contract
when they purchased their
new building. Commissioner
Floyd’s motion did not pass.

Vice Chairman Watson
then moved that the Board
invite Attorney Charles Cox
to appear before them to
see if he would be interested
in investigating the legality
and propriety of funds given
to the DDA by the Board of
Commissioners. The motion
passed with 3 yes votes, 1
no vote, and one abstention.

Vice Chairman Watson
then moved to instruct
County Attorney Almand to
do no more work on the mat-
ter of the DDA, which
passed unanimously.

It was stated that there
would be a proposal regard-
ing the upcoming audit pre-
sented at the next regularly
scheduled meeting on June
4.

No one from the public
wished to address the
Board, so the meeting was
adjourned.

“I’m about hard work,
because I believe hard
work pays off, and it’s
about the boys and girls of
Twiggs county... We will
rise to the top.”

“All I ask,” Dixon con-
cluded, “is for your commit-
ment to not be a hinder-
ance. There will be some
changes,” he said. “There
will be some things that
you may not understand
and you may not like, but I
will have an open door pol-
icy...”

Dixon went on to intro-
duce his family, then thank
and recognize the many
people who had come out
to support him. The cere-
mony concluded on a note
of hope and optimism for
the coming school years.

DIXON, from pg. 1A


